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Discussion questions

Ø What are some areas that different microbiomes may have in 
common?

Ø What are some of the most important aspects of microbiomes that are 
likely to be unique?

Ø If there are general rules that might apply to microbiomes broadly, what 
is the most important to explore?
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Q: Ecosystem Health. Please indicate your order of priority of focal issues in plant 
microbiome research related to ecosystem health, with 1 being highest priority and 6 
being lowest priority:
Answered: 62   Skipped: 2

0 1 2 3 4 5 6

Climate change

Carbon sequestration

Nutrient utilization for agricultural productivity

Soil biology and health

Crop health

Ecosystem resilience
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Q: Data sharing & Communication. Please indicate your order of priority for enhancing 
communication within/between the following groups, with 1 being highest priority and 5 
being lowest priority:
Answered: 62   Skipped: 2

0 1 2 3 4 5

Within the plant microbiome community

Within the microbiome community

Within the phytobiome community

Between fundamental and applied researchers in academia,
industry, and government

Among researchers, growers, and the general public
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Q: Study Comparability & Standardization. Among the following stages of sampling and 
analysis, please indicate your order of priority for enhancing standardization of plant 
microbiome studies, with 1 being highest priority and 7 being lowest priority:

Answered: 62   Skipped: 2

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Experimental design – optimizing the scale and depth of 
sampling

Sample collection and storage

Nucleic acid processing

The analytical pipeline, including processing of reads,
clustering (e.g., OTUs/ASVs), and assembly (MAGs/cMAGs)

Computational and statistical tools and approaches

Visualizing and interpreting microbiome data

Incorporating microbiome data into predictive models and
networks that integrate additional phytobiome data
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Q: Please rank the target research areas in order of importance, with 1 being the 
most important and 3 being the least important.
Answered: 60   Skipped: 4

0 1 2 3

Comparability across studies/standardization of processes

Access to and sharing of data

Focal issues related to plant ecosystem health

Survey



Next Workshop 

One Health, Phytobiomes and Animal Science
28 March 2023
BSAS Conference, Birmingham, UK


