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EAU CLAIRE, Wis., US — 5 December 2023

Syngenta joins the Phytobiomes

Syngenta Crop Protection, a global leader in agricultural innovation, has become a sponsor of the
International Alliance for Phytobiomes Research, cementing a pioneering partnership between the
research community and industry aimed at advancing fundamental science to accelerate sustainable

agriculture.

Phytobiome is a collective term for plants within a specific growing environment, e.g. soil, and the
complex interactions influenced by microbes, nutrients, animals, climate, weather, and management
practices. This complex and dynamic ecosystem plays a crucial role in the health and functioning of
crops, affecting their growth and overall well-being. For example, beneficial microbes in the phytobiome
provide essential aid to plants, such as protection against pathogens and acquisition of nutrients. At the
same time, there can also be elements of the phytobiome that cause diseases or stress to the plants,

such as pathogenic microbes, high heat, or low water availability.

Interactions within the phytobiome are highly complex, with much of it yet to be fully understood.
Through its partnership with the Phytobiomes Alliance, Syngenta will contribute towards international
research into understanding the interactions of the phytobiome’s diverse components. The results of
these studies will play a pivotal role in ensuring sustainable food security for a growing population over

the next decades.

In a key aspect of this collaboration, Syngenta will lead a dedicated working group focused on soil
health. Furthermore, Syngenta will work with fellow Alliance partners to identify focus areas for the
development of cutting-edge biological solutions and support science-based regulations that facilitate

farmers’ access to the biological products they need.

“As a leader in agricultural innovation with a strong global presence, we possess an in-depth
understanding of the phytobiome, particularly through our research at our Soil Health Center,” said
Camilla Corsi, Global Head of Research, Syngenta Crop Protection. “We have invested in sophisticated
tools to unravel intricate interactions within the phytobiome, such as chemical signaling and its

influence on various facets, from root growth to a plant’s stress response. We are excited to collaborate



with others at the forefront of scientific research, translating our discoveries into practical solutions for

farmers, and jointly establishing the foundation for a more sustainable future in agriculture.”

“Syngenta’s expertise and resources will significantly contribute to our mission of unlocking the
potential of phytobiomes research, benefitting agriculture and the environment,” said Kellye Eversole,
Phytobiomes Alliance Executive Director. “We welcome Syngenta’s commitment to this collaborative
effort between industry leaders and the research community and are particularly thrilled to have them

play a leading role in our newly formed soil health working group.”

Syngenta invests significantly in delivering new solutions that improve farming’s environmental
footprint. From novel technologies that precisely address farmers’ pest challenges to biologicals that
improve a plant’s ability to leverage available nutrients, Syngenta is at the forefront of agriculture’s
transformation. Its participation in the International Phytobiomes Alliance reflects its strong

commitment to be a collaborator of choice.

About the Phytobiomes Alliance

The Phytobiomes Alliance is an international, nonprofit alliance of industry, academic, and governmental partners
created in 2016. The goal of the Alliance is to understand, predict and control emergent phenotypes for
sustainable production of food, feed and fiber on any given farm. The Phytobiomes Alliance is sponsored by
Syngenta, Eversole Associates, INRAE, Valent BioSciences, Colorado State University, FarmBox Foods, Ginkgo
Bioworks, Mosaic Biosciences, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, NewLeaf Symbiotics, Penn State College of
Agricultural Sciences, Pivot Bio, Purdue University College of Agriculture, Trace Genomics, the Waterloo Centre for
Microbial Research, Aphea.Bio, and AIT Austrian Institute of Technology. To learn more about the Alliance, visit
phytobiomesalliance.org and follow us on Twitter at https://twitter.com/PhytoBiomes and on LinkedIn at
https://www.linkedin.com/company/internationalphytobiomesalliance

About Syngenta Crop Protection

Syngenta Crop Protection is a leader in agricultural innovation, bringing breakthrough technologies and solutions
that enable farmers to grow productively and sustainably. We offer a leading portfolio of crop protection solutions
for plant and soil health, as well as digital solutions that transform the decision-making capabilities of farmers. Our
17,900 employees serve to advance agriculture in more than 90 countries around the world. Syngenta Crop
Protection is headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, and is part of the Syngenta Group. Follow us on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/Syngenta, www.twitter.com/SyngentaUS and on LinkedIn at
www.linkedin.com/company/syngenta
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